CP Student Handout A

Creating an llluminated Poem About Medieval Society

As the culminating project for this unit, you will create an illuminated poem that addresses
the project question: “How did life in Europe change after the fall of the Roman Empire?”
To do this, you will use key facts from your notes and textbook, plus any other information
you have gathered from this unit. Your illuminated poem should be written and illustrated
on a large—at least 11” x 17”—piece of unlined paper. Your illuminated poem—both the
writing and the visuals—must clearly demonstrate that you understand how Europe changed
after the fall of the Roman Empire.

Project Topic

How did life in Europe change after the fall of the Roman Empire?

Requirements

*  Your illuminated poem must reflect a clear understanding of the unit’s most important
topics—the fall of the Roman Empire, the rise of the Byzantine Empire, the
development of feudalism in Europe, and the Church’s power in medieval Europe.

*  Your illuminated poem must have eight short stanzas. Each stanza may vary in length;
some may be only one line, while others may be longer. Use a thesaurus to help you
find descriptive language to create an exciting and imaginative poem. The reader should
be able to have a real “feeling” for how life changed in Europe after the fall of the
Roman Empire.

» The first letters of each of the poem’s stanzas will spell out the word, “MEDIEVAL.”
Therefore, the first word of stanza one must begin with the letter “M,” the first word of
stanza two must begin with the letter “E,” and so on.

*  The initial letter of your poem, an “M,” must be illuminated. This means you will
decorate the letter with designs, pictures, or symbols that represent medieval society.
Here is an example of an illuminated letter “I":
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